Symposia 

The genesis of the Gender and Fisheries Symposia lies in earlier workshops, first in Cambodia in 1994, then a regional ‘women in fisheries in Indochina’ meeting held in 1996. At this latter workshop the organizers were joined by the WorldFish Center – one of the 15 Centers of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). This meeting highlighted the important contributions that women make in fisheries in Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam. Participants recommended organizing a meeting at the Asian level to explore women’s contributions more broadly.

Building on these earlier workshops, the Asian Fisheries Society (AFS: www.asianfisheriessociety.org) held the first symposium on ‘Women in Asian Fisheries’ at the 5th Asian Fisheries Forum in Chiang Mai, Thailand, in 1998. The papers in the published proceedings reviewed the largely unrecognized contributions women make to fisheries in each Asian country or sub-region. Many suggested how to remedy the identified problems, such as women’s poor access to credit, and oppressive labor practices towards women in Asia’s new export processing factories, though few addressed systemic causes.

In 2001, AFS followed up with a global examination of ‘Women in Fisheries’ at the 6th Asian Fisheries Forum in Kaohsiung, Taiwan. This larger forum included participants from Asia, Africa, North and South America, Europe and Oceania. This symposium was one of the first in the world to warn of the high incidence of HIV and AIDS in Asian and African fishing communities.

To this point the symposia papers had been largely descriptive, and have only given general overviews of mainly women’s issues in the fisheries sector, doing little more than raising awareness and barely permitting a glance at what might be the key gender issues. It is felt that research focusing on just women runs the risk of simplifying the complex relationships between the roles played by women, men and children in the community and solutions to problems can only be solved by looking deeper into the interrelationships between people in the fishing community, and not just women per se. The following event, the First Global Symposium on Gender and Fisheries was held in 2004 in Penang, in conjunction with the 7th Asian Fisheries Forum. 

On 21November 2007, the 2nd Global Symposium on Gender and Fisheries was held in Kochi, India, as part of the 8th Asian Fisheries Forum (Please visit link http://www.8aff2007.org). Fisheries and aquaculture has previously been considered an industry dominated by men and male workers. Yet the world’s rapidly changing fish supply chains has a direct effect on the livelihoods of millions of women. The AFS and partners have been working to address this missing element, through research, of gender roles and issues effecting women in the industry, and this was discussed in the Kochi Symposium.

A copy of the proceedings from three AFS Symposia can be downloaded from the following links:

· International Symposium on Women in Asian Fisheries 

· Global Symposium on Women in Fisheries 

· Global Symposium on Gender and Fisheries
