History of the Network 
The history of the Gender and Fisheries Network can be traced back to the time when the Asian Fisheries Society organized the “International Symposium on Women in Asian Fisheries” in conjunction with the 5th Asian Fisheries Forum in Chiang Mai, Thailand in November 1998. This Symposium attracted many participants from the various “women in fisheries” networks from the Indo-China countries and provided inspiration to the Symposium participants to realize a similar network at the Asian level. However, little was done until the “Global Symposium on Women in Fisheries” organized in conjunction with the 6th Asian Fisheries Forum held in Kaohsiung, Taiwan in November 2001. The participants in the Global Symposium proposed that the WorldFish Center initiates and moderates an electronic list server to speed up information exchange among those who have an active interest in issues pertaining to gender and fisheries. The Gender and Fisheries list server was established in August 2001, giving rise to a loosely connected group of members exchanging and sharing information through the list server moderated by WorldFish. In November 2004, further impetus was given to the Network when members attending the “Global Symposium on Gender and Fisheries” held in conjunction with the 7th Asian Fisheries Forum in Penang in November 2004 proposed to formalize the Network with a webpage maintained under the WorldFish website.
